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estate. The Peshwa, however, regarded him as a rebellious vassal, and in 1815 endeavoured to gain possession of Sandur by marching thither with troops, under the pietence of a pilgrimage to the shrine of Kumaraswami. Siva Rao blocked the passes, and Bajl Rao was only allowed to go to the temple with a few attendants by the footpaths over the hills.
The Treaty of Bassein, however, bound the Company to assist the Peshwa in reducing refractory vassals, and BajT Rao accordingly asked that the British would take Sandur from Siva Rao. Munro was therefore detached from Dharwar with a force to demand the sui-render of the valley. Siva Rao resigned possession without opposition and in a dignified manner, and obtained in exchange an estate in Bellary District. Almost immediately afterwards, however, the Peshwa thiew off the mask of friendship to the British he had been wearing, and provoked the war which ended in 1818 in the downfall of his power. Munro then recommended that Sandur should be restored to Siva Rao, and Government agreed to the proposal. In 1826 a formal sanad (title-deed) for the State was granted to Siva Rao by the Madras Government. He died in 1840, and was followed by his nephew Venkata Rao, whom he had adopted, The latter died in 1861, and was succeeded by his son Sivashanmukha Rao. In 1876 he received the title of Raja as an hereditary distinction. At his death two years later his brother Ramachandra Vitthala Rao succeeded, who was made a C.I.E. in July, 1892, but died in the same year. Rama-chandra's son, the present Raja, is a minor and is being educated at Bellary.
The chief buildings of antiquarian interest in the State are the fort of Krishnanagar already mentioned, the ancient fortress at RAMANDRUG referred to in the account of that place, and the temple of Kumaraswami, which is picturesquely situated in a natural amphitheatre of wooded slopes near the top of the hills 7 miles south of Sandur town,* Kumaraswami, the Mars of the Hindu pantheon, was the child of Siva and Parvatl. The legend runs that a ferocious demon named Tarak-asura, who dwelt in this part of the Sandur hills, so harassed the Devas that they entreated Siva to send his warrior son to rid them of the monster, Kumaraswami came and slew him and cut off his head. The foundation of the temple commemorates the happy event. Inscriptions in the building show that it was in existence as long ago as A.D. 950, but architecturally it is disappointing.
The population of Sandur in 1871 was   14,996.   The famine of 1876-8 was severely felt, and in 1881 the inhabitants numbered only-Population,      IO'S32-    In   1891   the   total was   11,388,  and   in 1901,  11,200.    More than 2,000 of the people are Musalmans, a high proportion.    Of the Hindus, the most numerous